PRAIRIE  JUSTICE.                             145

horses loose to graze, Wilson led his captive along
the road as far back as the ranch. A French settler,
with an English wife, lived at this prairie ranch,
and on Wilson stating who he was, and what his
prisoner was more than suspected of being, the
brave couple entered into his plans. After lashing
Smith to a post, and telling the woman to shoot
him dead if he struggled to get free (an order
which her husband said she would certainly carry
out, should the need for it arise), the two men
rode back to the scene of execution, buried the
two bodies, recovered the four horses, and brought
away many articles from the dead men's pockets,
which might serve to identify them in evidence.
Eeturning to the ranch, they found the woman
on guard, and Smith in despair. In their ab-
sence, Smith had used all his arts of appeal upon
the woman; he had appealed to her pity, to her
vanity, to her avarice. At length she had been
forced to tell him that she would hear no more,
that if he spoke again she would fire into his
mouth. Then he grew white and silent. Next
day brought the Sheriff and his prisoner to Denver,
when Smith had a short shrift and a violent escape
up the historical tree.
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